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Actually, was not very impressive. 


Churchill, Winston Their Finest Hour. Hough- 
ton, Mifflin. Apr. $6.00. 


Last night, television, watched and listened Win- 
ston Churchill delivered his address Boston. 
Had anyone except 


S.S., Churchill delivered it, little attention would have been 
paid it. Possibly Churchill was restrained partly be- 
cause longer Prime Minister, and partly because 
felt advisable not champion too strongly the Atlan- 
1949, Their Finest Hour, the second his volumes 
World War II, Churchill writes more vigorously than 
spoke last night. Those who read excerpts this 
book Life will most cases wish read the entire 


story. Familiarity with the preceding volume, The 

Gathering Storm, not necessary for reading Their 
Finest Hour. 


The period from May 1940 until the end the year 
discussed this book. About half devoted “The 
1949. Fall France.” The latter half the book entitled 

“Alone,” and this section have analysis the 


desperate situation which Britain found herself the 

latter part 1940. Hitler was threatening invasion; 
shipping was being rapidly destroyed; prospects 
for eventual victory England seemed very remote. The 
dogged determination displayed Churchill those 
dark months reflected the pages this book. 


not “technical” book. Last night Churchill stated 

that was not University man; this book makes 

attempt profundity. The author evidently had you 

and mind when wrote it. wanted his 
read the “average” reader. 
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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—APRIL 
SELECTION 


Churchill writes dispassionately the disintegration 
France May and June 1940. Admitting that the 
British troops represented only about one-tenth the 
troops France, Churchill admits that the French had 
right direct the land operations. However, upon 
going Paris plane May was staggered upon 
learning that the French did not have reserve forces 
throw against the rapidly advancing Germans. Despite 
the impending collapse France, Churchill believed that 
about twenty-five squadrons planes based England 
were necessary guarantee protection for England’s fac- 
tories and cities. The situation was precarious May 
20, 1940, that Churchill sent cablegram President 
Roosevelt and admitted that England might sur- 
render Germany, because France was disintegrating. 
was assumed that this prospect would not reassur- 
ing Mr. Roosevelt the Americans. many subse- 
quent cablegrams Churchill stressed the danger the 
United States the event that England capitulated. 
Churchill maintained that would not surrender but 
declared that could not guarantee that succeeding 
administration would the same attitude. 

General Runstedt, rather than Hitler credited with the 
error deciding use tanks and armor sparingly against 
the English and French Calais and Dunkirk. The 
decision make effort relieve the English garrison 
Calais presented briefly but tragically. The evacua- 
tion troops from Dunkirk briefly treated; the main 
subject the defense Britain from Hitler 1940. 
Churchill makes clear that vigilant navy made 
impossible for the Germans cross the thirty miles 
the English channel. Because that fact would seem 


that the three thousand miles the Atlantic would still 
represent something barrier attack launched 
from Europe, especially nation with navy. 


Actual quotations are given from countless letters and 
telegrams. The result, far the reader concerned, 
better understanding the “destroyer deal,” Eng- 
land’s relations with Petain and also with Franco, the 
lend-lease operation, and the British campaign north- 
ern Africa. The English victories over the Italians 
December 1940 enabled the Churchill ministry end 
the year somewhat optimistic note. The Prime 
Minister’s great concern was the maintenance supplies 
for Britain. The Battle the Atlantic was next 
fought. Evidently that will the subject treated the 
next volume appear. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago 


* 


Farrell, James The Road Between. 
Apr. 1949. 463p. $3.50. 


This is, purportedly, the story Bernard Carr—(is 
the Bernard Clare earlier volume?)—who has come 
from Chicago New York become writer, and has 
brought with him his young wife, Elizabeth, née Whalen. 
Bernard has novel, titled “The Father,” published; 
acclaimed and condemned, and does not sell enough 
cover the advance payment has received. writes 
another, after having slim time it, eking out existence 
book reviewing and finally working hamburger 
stand; sells well, and and Elizabeth are, page 463, 
looking forward trip Paris fellowship award. 


the course all this, Bernard allies himself with 
number friends who are either Communist party mem- 
bers supporters the Movement, and shows himselt 
least principle sympathizer with Marxo- 
Leninist doctrine, though repelled the practical regi- 
mentation and manifestations mob hatred. con- 
siders himself atheist; but seems about re- 
discover his lost faith. 


Vanguard. 


Farrell’s psychology still sophomoric, though beginning 
now, long last, mature; and his style still dogged, 
and seems, after thus many books, give real promise 
ever being much more plodding. uninspired, un- 
imaginative. His feeling for places, for background, 
limited nomenclature. His narration devoid 
description evocation atmosphere. This, more than 
anything else, leads conclude that sweats every- 
thing writes out his own experience kind 
amateur psychiatric self-analysis, which more oriented 
rationalization his own attitudes than the resolution 
character. All succeeds discovering the tur- 
gidity his own confusion, the bleakness and blankness 
his own rebellious irresolution. 


Bernard’s parents and kin are stock Farrell-Irish types: 
his father drunkard; his mother superstitious Jan- 
senistic “Catholic”; his brothers and sisters rather aspects 
Farrell’s own confusion rather than individuals their 
own right. But his credit, must note that there 
obvious effort understand and sympathize, at- 
tempt make them more human and less clay-pigeons 
for target practice. this true, too, his portrayal 


Elizabeth’s undertaker-father, who begins, Bernard’s 


Churchill Farrell Fowler 


concept, typical neighborhood Babbitt, and comes} 
out decent minded and hard-working man. 


novel, The Road Between heavy going, plodding 
uninspired. lengthy case history young man’s 
struggles make writer himself spite small 
talent, practical warning others with similar 
ambitions. also, one suspects, another volume 
more than less autobiographical apologiae pro vita sua 
from the diligent typewriter hard-working, 
writing author. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Fowler, Gene. Beau James, (The Life and Times of| 
Jimmy Walker. Viking. Apr. 1949. 


$4.00. 

The current skirmish New York politics, 
and direction attack upon the administrative 
and integrity Mayor O’Dwyer, recalls the 
quite twenty years ago, more serious, better substained,| 
over the mayoralty New York’s Jimmy Walker. 
Walker was known everywhere, the United 
and abroad; and all was the personification 
York, particularly Manhattan: half brash, shy, 
smartly not sedately dressed, man whose looks 
belied his years, that seemed possess perpetual 
youth. was loved thousands, millions. 
charm, ability, grace and wit; and deplorable, all too| 
human weakness. liked good time and cared 
who knew it. made scores friends, winning them 
perhaps the very grace with which received 
loved Broadway, all its length; but 
that segment which lay between Times Square 
Columbus Circle. had wanted write songs, 
part the glamor that was the “theatre world”; and 
was excellent actor. But, more out devotion his 
father than from personal ambition, finally studied 
and entered politics. was successful and 
member first the House and later the Senate New| 
York State; turn, was the majority leader each 
house. Then became Mayor New York, and that 
city has not had more popular executive; was with 
real regret that New Yorkers deposed popular Jimmy 
Walker, for neglect non-feasance office, rather than 
for malfeasance. real evidence his having accepted 
any bribes during his term office was ever established. 
might even have re-entered the mayoralty campaign 
and might have been re-elected; could certainly have 
remained the idol doting citizenry, had not 
one mistake, which involved more than making wreck 
his marital life. 


Jimmy Walked married Janet Allen 1912, 
after romantic courtship seven years. But March 
1933, Allie regretfully sued for divorce, grounds 
desertion dating from 1928. For Jimmy had become too 
deeply involved with atractive and not too talented 
dancer named Betty Compton. married Betty 
month after his divorce, April 1933, 
love for her was deep; but let her divorce him finally 
1941. Without returning his wife, Jimmy Walker 
was reconciled the Church and died piously, (literally), 
mid-november 1946, having outlived his beloved Betty 
little over two years. 
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Mr. Fowler writes affectionately and understandingly, but 


without extremes either sententiousness sentimen- 
Jimmy Walker. 


“Beau James” had host 
friends who honestly mourned him. And Gene Fowler’s 
book pleasant reading; nostalgic, too, for the many 
who lived through the times Jimmy Walker’s life. 


Burns, John Horne. Lucifer With Book. 
Mar. 30, 1949. 340p. $3.50. 


The end World War heard Wells forecasting 
the future race between catastrophe and education. 
The post-World War period has already begun bring 
forth the same conviction but with more urgent im- 
mediacy. Ex-G. Joe has been spending his time 
thought, the re-examination whys 
and has rightfully forced our attention the results 
his thinking. strange thing then, that the char- 
acter his most intelligent writing should resolve itself 
into dichotomy: the one hand, iconoclasm, the over- 
throw all tin gods and their sterile shibboleths; the 


other, the search for, and the creation of, values. 


Lucifer With Book unquestionably pertains the first 
Admirers the author’s The Gallery will find 
here the same passionate hatred all falsehood parading 
itself the armor smug self-righteousness. this, 
Lucifer powerful and, occasionally, brilliant book. 
More than that, produces that sense heightened 
awareness which one the sure touchstones art. 
Again, inveighing against the opportunism shallow 
expediency, against superficiality all its forms, this 
novel, the constructive side, sets least implies 
certain standards truth. Unfortunately, does not 
whole hog with truth. Admitting the norms 
intellectual truth, rejects ignores those moral truth 
simply cannot done the name logical 
consistency. cannot separate the blood from the 
body without ending death. 

The general theme this scathing novel consists long 
scourging the pillar the hypocrisies American 
education. More specifically, flays the pre-college pri- 
vate school snobbery snuggled under blanket preachments 
democracy, the two-faced tactics Those Charge, 
faculty cliques, salons and penury, the canting pharisaism 
system that will make smoking holocausts its own 
principles the altars bigger and better endowments. 
With savage singleness purpose, rends, tears, rives the 
sanctimonious facades clean-cut stone and gothic archi- 
tecture reveal the putrefying rot within. 

Lucifer With Book moves ruthlessly, chapter after 
chapter, dilating its hot testament anger, sparing not 
faculty nor parents, neither students nor clerical staff. 
builds cumulative demolition that can hardly 
called satire. The rage with which ruin piled ruin 
too serious, too vicious, for that. lacks the airy 
touch laughter. 

The Academy question has, for twenty-five years and 
two World Wars, flourished under Mr. Pilkey, Zeus 
gone collegiate,” dictator wearing velvet 
gloves, who “didn’t much love the young [see] 
them fruitful soil plant his own personality.” 
was energy incarnate, “the personification Flying Will,” 
unscrupulous where his own ends were concerned, preda- 
tory, vindictive, jealous master the bodies and 
all who were under him. 


Burns 


Mr. Pilkey Lucifer. The Academy his book. With 
the tireless fires his mind, brews cauldrons new 
sadisms ply torture his minions, vitiate their dignity, 
shatter their independence thought and infect their 
integrity with the spirochete cringing subservience. His 
teachers are forced write bread-and-butter letters 
monied parents; unctuous, encouraging letters, telling any- 
thing but the naked truth which Mr. Pilkey himself cen- 
sors were information helpful the enemies his 
interest. Like the real Lucifer, quotes scripture his 
own ends and thus canonizes sham with the ultimate 
ceremony righteous motive and conscientiousness. 


the person Guy Hudson, veteran returned 
teaching, intellectual honesty clashes violently with his 
pretense. From the first academic get-together with the 
janitors, stenographers and 
his cause doomed. Through three trimesters class, 
compulsory tests, compulsory athletics, compulsory teas, 
compulsory plays, compulsory faculty meetings, all de- 
signed spy sessions compel conformity the Pilkey 
norm and put each individual more completely the 
Pilkey power, Guy Hudson finds himself beaten back 
new positions retreat. last the position becomes 
untenable. All his little rebellions re-gather themselves 
into violent upheaval when Pilkey offers him renewed 
contract condition that accept the post drill 
master the Academy’s new fascist-slung, band-wagon 
military program. 


Guy’s dismissal is, course, defeat for honest and inde- 
pendent thought before the forces dissimulation and 
despotism. And yet, Guy’s very defeat itself victory. 
His very existence constitutes triumph for those who are 
destined come after him. 


There doubt that the message Lucifer gets across 
the pages the reader. anything, does only too 
well. hits its theme with such repeated fury—like 
boxer incensed his punching bag—that instead 
reality framed the novelist’s fancy, the novel ends 
somewhat like fantasia ill ease the arena realism. 
insistent. hits hard and often the same 
object, that eventually one gets the vague impression that 
little overdone. The inevitable corollary such 
insistence, like certain phases The Gallery, that the 
work whole appears too pat, too well contrived. 


more than falls short accepting sex-play, both youthful 
and adult, ordinary, taken-for-granted necessity, 
the natural law were more than analogue the 
opening no-trump convention established the bridge 
experts. Adult seduction offered therapeutic, youth- 
ful aberration almost universally expected, 
version both commonplace. pity that the 
flashes power and the keenness observation and 
analysis manifest Lucifer With Book, should have 
peter themselves out that most hackneyed all 
modern scenes—the bedroom. 


Finally, one cannot refrain from censuring the irreverence, 
verging blasphemy, with which the book treats 
Christ. This far more disgusting and hateful thing 
than obscenity attempt shock with four letter 
word. 


Lucifer With Book will undoubtedly sell widely. 
author promises rise the ranks those whose writing 
will have some significance our time. this score 


>) 


| 


Gibbings Ward 


only, might recommended the professionally in- 
terested literature. Otherwise not all. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 
West Baden College, 
West Baden, Indiana 


Gibbings, Robert. Over the Reefs and Far Away. 
Dutton. Mar. 25, 1949. 240p. $3.50. 


Over the Reefs and Far Away, Robert Gibbings, 
pleasant account the author’s leisurely travels the 
mid-Pacific, and his sojourns the islands there. Every- 
where welcomed the natives the 
writer, who was tell the world the truth about the 
Islands. Tastefully-designed map endpapers the au- 
thor’s own hand make easy for the reader follow 
him from New Zealand through the Tonga, Samoa, 
Tokelau, Cook and Society Islands. 

With nice discrimination, Gibbings pieces his chronicle 
together out luxuriant descriptions nature, his own 
personal observations and amusing experiences, the folk- 
lore the Polynesian Islands. When the descriptions 
get involved too “technicolored”, the author inserts 
exquisite wood engravings (by his own hand, too) which 
have definite relation the text. 


Citizen the world, good listener and cheerful sufferer 
outrages put upon him the name well-meant 
hospitality, Gibbings much home among the na- 
tives the Islands was among his fellow Irish 
Lovely the Lee. His sharp eye misses little and his 
disarmingly effortless pen tells the reader about the most 
interesting things saw. 

still prevalent opinion the West that the native 
Polynesian shiftless, savage, amoral, Gibbings makes 
little effort debunk explicitly. rather paints the 
picture the normal Islander—healthy, hard-working 
with huge capacity for enjoying the pleasures singing, 
dancing and feasting occasion. 


The net result delightful journey for all readers Over 


the Reefs and Far Away. 
Rev. Joseph Kelley, S.J., 
Moyne College, 


Syracuse, New York 


Ward, Maisie. France Pagan? Sheed and Ward. 


Mar. 18, 1949. 243p. $3.00. 


The extraordinarily realistic and radical work which 
being done Paris, (with the blessing and deep interest 
Emmanuel Cardinal Suhard), and throughout France, 
under the guidance other dynamic leaders the 
French hierarchy, notably the Cardinals Gerlier and 
Saliege, has quickened the imagination and stirred the 
hearts all who know more than mere 
The danger inherent reporting this apostolate the 
proletariat and peasantry that may hurt en- 
thusiastic exaggeration. France alive and stirring; and 
small but gradually increasing number devoted 
priests are work training for work the mission 
field their native land. Not priests only, though they 
naturally form the kinetic center cell the organism; 
but also laymen—lay men and women and young people 
—of the proletariat and peasantry are working, “native 


Best APR 


catechists,” bring Christ their people, their people 
Christ. 


not amiss note here that this not sudden and 
spontaneous, therefore not merely ephemeral movement, 
goes back the time the second Commune and the 
defeat 1870. Slowly, very slowly, almost the dark, 
but yet persistently, this vital movement has been germi- 
nating under the surface French life. The Jeunesse 
Ouvriere Chretienne, and its parallels, the Jewnesse Etu- 
diante and Junesse Agricole, the Foyers Famille, were 
outgrowths this seed. But these were still not ade- 
quate, successful they have been, meet the situation 
which, France, differs from that the United States, 
England, Italy, Germany, Austria, only that has 
been more aggravated, more desperate. Too many have 
too long closed their eyes the fact that modern in- 
dustrial environment large mass the people, great 
number, alarmingly great number men and women 
and children are little better than pagan. 
for me?” and “It’s all right long you aren’t caught 
it” have too largely supplanted the code Christ. 


The Abbe Henri Godin (born April 13, 1906; died 
January 15, 1944), young priest, plunged into this 
problem, studied it, took notes and notes, thought and 
prayed over it, and decided that instead trying bring 
the people church, the Church must taken the 
people, literally. and few other priests evolved 
plan, and with the consent and cooperation their 
dinal Archbishop, put the test. They went 
the poorest working districts, among the workers, shar- 
ing their lives and conditions. people starved for 
faith began find again, their midst, the person 
these men. Until then, Abbe Godin had observed, 
the proletariat was not being reached effectively, even 
the Once convert had been made, even 
though were fervent, felt out place parish 
which was strange him and suspicious him. And 
the the J.E.C., were centered existing parishes. 
“They’re not sort. They’re nice little brats, but they 
don’t understand me,” the new convert would say. 
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Mrs. Sheed has written book which should read 
well and widely. Certainly all priests and bishops, all 
religious and their superiors should study it. almost 
two books one: introductory brief life Abbe Godin 
prefaces amazingly successful translation-adaptation 
his startling book, (written collaboration with Abbe 
Yvan Daniel), France, Pays Mission? (Is France 
Pagan Country?). There are hundreds shrewd obser- 
vations and startlingly accurate, penetratingly acute 
marks worth quoting. Perhaps the following apt 
index the spirit this study any: “Christ’s doctrine 
does not frighten the poor, but only the way which 
offered them. Our Lord’s demands they see 
absolutely right. Indeed, they are often carried away 
them with intense enthusiasm. What puts them off and 
discourages them our mass little rules human 
prudence, our cases conscience elaborated 
epochs, suited another age.” 


House. 
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You will find book recently published more worthy 
your reading and study than “France 
earnestly recommended all sincere men good will. 
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RED BADGE MYSTERY 


Christie, Agatha. The Crooked House. Dodd, Mead. 
Mar. 14, 1949. 211p. $2.50. 


When Agatha Christie wrote The Murder Roger 
Ackroyd, she achieved tour force which was im- 
mediately forbidden ground her imitators. The 
Crooked House, she has just about repeated the triumph 
with the kind plot that can used once and never 
again. Its conclusion trips the unsuspecting reader 
expeditiously and breathlessly the hidden icy spot 
spills the unwary pedestrian. But the next time comes 
upon book this kind, will wearing goloshes. 


are given the usual situation which all the major 
characters might have perpetrated the murder. nona- 
genarian and dwarfed Greek, shrewd business 
has made two fortunes (without losing either) charm- 
ing personality has married two wives (one gentry, 
the other nondescript) leaves two wills (one signed and 
one blank). his home are living his two married sons 
and the children one them, the latters’ tutor, and 
their great-aunt. Any one the inmates might have 
substituted the fatal eserine for the old man’s insulin be- 
cause, his granddaughter tells her fiancé, they are all 
only the brands ruthlessness which differ 
among them. 


the case Inspector Travener. the background 
the Assistant Commissioner Scotland Yard. the 
sidelines the A.C.’s son, very much love with Sophia. 


The story moves along fair pace. Gradually the evi- 
dence cumulates about each character, some the more 
bits being contributed the youngest grand- 
child, the traditional enfant terrible bursting with curiosity 
about other people’s business. Another death occurs. The 
wrong people are arrested. Finally, one the characters 
takes the judgment into her own hands. 


possible that reader who takes his detecatifs seri- 
ously does his realistic novels, instead the 
folklore for grown-ups they really are, may disturbed 
that judgment. so, will making much ado 
about nothing and will have missed evening’s good 
entertainment boot. 

Helen Butler, 

Department Librarianship, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Michener, James The Fires Spring. 
House. Feb. 1949. 495p. $3.50. 


lacking both the warmth fire and the life Spring, 
this novel turns out macerated mess cardboard 
characters lolling about plot that pans out like yester- 
day’s greasy dishwater. 


Ostensibly the tale David Harper’s coming age, i.e. 
mentally well physically, The Fires Spring really 
puts his clay the hands series women who punch 
itabout, give the torque and twist that finally produces 
product. Perhaps the use the word “clay” 
too strong, since might suggest the character 
would have been better. 


First Aunt Reba beats him the poorhouse where 
lives adolescent dream life with the wretched, loveable 


Random 


old men there. When goes work the Paradise 
Amusement Park, golden-hearted Prostitute named 
Nora initiates him sex. John Philip Sousa’s vocalist, 
Mona Meigs, latches him when reaches college, 
and, since Nora was burned death the tunnel 
love, David brightens Mona Meigs’ life with his youth 
and virility. Later joins traveling theatre group with 
Mona the leading lady. Mona, however, have 
nothing with David. She too busy the bed 
the broken-down old ham who runs the troupe. David 
suffers with the passion high-grade idiot but repulses 
the adoring advances antediluvian crone whom the 
players affectionately call the Gonoph. Alison Webster, 
the and coming writer for fashion magazine, by- 
passes him Greenwich Village her way the ladder 
fame. Mom Beckett, the fat, blousy, hard cussin’ old 
landlady, stuffs him full armchair philosophy without 
raising his rent. Mrs. Allegri, happy WPA worker, 
reunites him with the girl his youth, Marcia. Marriage, 
fulfillment, finis. 


When all over—tunnels love, studio couches, 
amateur socialism and Marxism, Beethoven, Stokowski, 
modern art, Homer, the pulps and the slicks, Greenwich 
Village and the Bohemian way life, Quakers, poor- 
house, small-town basketball, travels through the country, 
suicide, fire the Big Top, romance, including even the 
marriage two dwarves—David turns out have been 
just excuse, and poor one that, for exploiting every 
tawdry color “the great American dream.” 


For that matter, everything flashes out bright primary 
yellows, greens, blues and reds. Not shading high- 
light anywhere. Music “glorious,” girls are “lovely,” 
fellows are old men are “toothless”; and 
the high school coach imparts “sportsmanship” together 


with his basketball. 


Nor does David’s processing female hands have any- 
thing the classic Human Bondage about it. 
were hung assembly line and number things 
were done him until was wrapped, crated and ship- 
ped out happy forever after. 


would contradiction terms say that adults 


may read this book. 
West Baden College, 
West Baden, Indiana 


Sheen, Fulton Peace Soul. 
Mar. 30, 1949. 292p. $3.00. 
While the natural and supernatural may divided theo- 
retically the philosopher and scientist, they are fact 
inextricably interwoven. man can think love 
live purely natural plane. Whether realizes 
not, his intellect and will are constantly the grip 
supernatural forces, which are real, not probable, factual 
and not theoretical. These forces touch him the inner- 
depths his being. can accept reject them; 
can league himself with against them. any case 
there will psychological repercussions within him, 
which for good ill will exert profound influence upon 
his mental and physical health, his peace soul its 
wretchedness. psychology then can quite adequate 
down earth, which ignores the supernatural destiny 
man and the free play divine grace. 


Whittlesey House. 


Such, seems, the central idea, which has inspired 
Monsignor Sheen’s latest book, Peace Soul. 
blends the theories modern psychology, the christian 
philosophy man, his own penetrating insight into re- 
vealed truth and broad experience with souls into 
analysis the modern man, which will once 
inspiration the believer and pillar fire those 
harassed and frustrated minds that are groping their way 
towards mental health and salvation soul. The book 
striking instance new approach apologetics, which 
sort supernatural psychology, addressing itself di- 
rectly the modern mind with its fears, anxieties and 
neuroses, laying bare their causes, and proferring the 
remedy the mysteries the faith and divine love. 


While delineating the psychology the good life, which 
from the very nature the case must christian and 
mystical, Monsignor Sheen distinguishes carefully the 
legitimate spheres psychiatry and with 
which has quarrel, from the animalistic philosophy 
man which has vitiated much psycho-analytic think- 
ing and practice. Clearly, bitingly, incisively lays bare 
the essential shortcomings such philosophy, its total 
failure comprehend the aspirations man, and its 
blindness the true nature the anxieties and fears 
which beset him and which have their roots his meta- 
physical limitations creature and his fall from the 
supernatural order. psychological diagnosis and ther- 
apy, which considers man the same level mentally 
sick pig, can effect either peace mind peace soul 
estranged son God. 


The origin conflicts modern man, which make him 
easy prey for neuroses, does not lie his appetites and 
instincts, that are basically good, but rather his fallen 
nature, pride rebelling against his human limitations, 
his indulgences the seven capital sins and his 
consequent fear death and God’s justice. Guilt 
something real, begotten not repression but lack 
it. get rid it, integrate his divided mind and 
nature, and find peace and love and happiness there 
other way than conversion soul, mortification, pen- 
ance and the love God, the author and goal his 
being. With remarakble warmth and beauty style 
Monsignor Sheen describes the various stages conver- 
sion, terminating its final reward, peace soul. 


This book enthusiastically recommended all, catholic 
and non-catholic, convert unconverted. What states 
theologically and philosophically can paralleled line 
line Thomas Merton’s autobiography, The Seven 
Storey Mountain. Both together offer the last word 
practical psychology. 

Jacklin, 

Georgetown University, 

Washington, 


Plus, Raoul, The Folly the Cross. Translated 
Irene Hernaman. Newman Press. Feb. 24, 1949. 
139p. $1.75. 

This Newman reprint work, which first appeared 
1927, timely for lenten reading. The “Cross the 
title not the Cross Christ Himself, but rather the 
cross His disciples all ages. For this work some- 
thing history the heroic love suffering that has 
always characterized Christ’s closest followers. Love 
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Jaegher 


EST 
Best 


suffering imitation Christ manifests itself all 
the history the Church. this volume asceticism, 
the author selects three periods particular, “in each 
which devotion Our Crucified Saviour stands out 
bold relief and takes more individual character.” 
first the time Bernard and Francis Assisi down to} freque 
Ignatius and Theresa, which marked they 
—affective love Christ suffering leading effective 
the second the time St. Margaret 
sation,” suffering reparation; and the third the 
i.e. filling “those things that are 


the ill 
who 
san 


wanting the sufferings Christ flesh, for His 
Body, which the Church.” 
Orse 


tolate suffering, the author prudently warns that 
stock: “If there should any pre-existing twist, lack 
balance, ill-formed insufficiently grounded 
must first absolutely sane before become fools 
Christ. portan 


all Pere Plus’ works, there are numerous Lord. 

from the saints and mystics. This volume 

the christian life. 
Rev. Thomas Gavigan, 
Jesuit Novitiate, 


Wernersville, Pa. 

Broug 
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Jaegher, S.J., Paul. The Lord Joy. 


man. Jan. 18, 1949. 182p. $2.50. 
somehi 


God supreme happiness. And, with His other heard 

fections, bestows this happiness some measure us| Thoug! 
his creatures. The measure, course, our preted 
which being finite slight; and our dispositions, which herty 
being human are oft-times slighter. All the joy and much 

happiness the world come from God. Therefore, those} the 
who are closer Him—holy people—are naturally 
happiest people the world. fore 


this neglected aspect the spiritual life that Fr. they 
Jaegher discusses with his usual solidity. 
“Worldly people usually imagine that the spiritual life is} the 
gloomy, and that souls consecrated God have Frenchi 
ced the happiness and the joy loving.” May tating 
the obvious: Perhaps too many religious give this 


Perhaps, again, because too Tidings 


sion. 

writers lead the same conclusion. Much has Claude 
written about the painful and austere side the 
life, suffering with Christ, the life abnegation; 
very little about its more attractive side. his 
The joy loving—even when its object imperfect and 
weak human love, and when the love itself tainted This 
with selfishness—is the finest human joys. What must Verc 
love and the joy loving be, when its object and 

Him are none the faults and imperfections which unde 
often spoil the loveableness human person. And laine 
sides, true love Him, all real love, involves complete} 

self-forgetfulness. 
Such the theme which Fr. Jaegher develops. The 
book addressed chiefly “to souls who have reached the 
kfe Union.” Nevertheless, since there seems 


hard and fast graduation from the purgative way through 


blue 


oe 
on 


all illuminative the unitive way, its message for all 
asceticism, 


who are generously striving the spiritual life. Too 
ands out souls, says Fr. Jaegher stop half way the road 
sanctity, not only because lack generosity, but 
frequently because they haven’t the remotest idea what 
should seeking for. They are held “the 


. 

part the spiritual life.’ They are the unwit- 

victims “spiritual egotism,” they are busy 


themselves, lamenting their faults, seeking per- 
for themselves, that they almost forget that their 
for only goal should union with God. the character- 
love make forget self. teach souls “to 
forget themselves God, identify themselves with 
the share His joy and those the Blessed Virgin, our 
that and the saints this the chief purpose 
fectly Jaegher’s sketch the various joys the life 
wist, lack union. 
knowledge! Though expressly aimed those who have advanced 
Wel the spiritual life, recommended unre- 
fools all religious for its solid spirituality and all im- 
portant theme: happiness and joy the service the 
ous Lord. 


Rev. Thomas Gavigan, 
Jesuit Novitiate, 
Wernersville, Pa. 


Kathleen. Paul Claudel and the Tidings 
Brought Mary. Cork University Press. Feb. 
1949. $2.25. 


“May who hears voice Return home troubled and 
said Claudel one his Odes, but there 
somehing more could have said; that once have 

other his voice, would return home and stay there. 

preted, the neat and vivd way which Kathleen 

which herty presents Claudel, who little obscure, does throw 
joy and the} much light upon his work for the beginner. 
the purpose her essay: present one the most 
aturally the incontestably original lyricists our time people who 

force circumstances have not heard him or, 
that Fr. they have, not know very much about him. Her task 

ritual life the rainbow—so large the creative output this 

ave Frenchman; moreover, Miss O’Flaherty wise not imi- 

add} tating Lowell’s organist “Beginning doubtfully 

this She concentrates upon one his works: The 
Tidings; thus her study only 140 pages long, and see 

has Claudel vividly without yawning over dozen tomes. 

the end the Middle Ages, Anne Vercors goes 


his beautiful land Combernon Jacques Hury who 
bethrothed one Vercors’ daughters, Violaine. 
This excites the jealousy “black Anne 
Vercors’ other daughter; Mara plots against Violaine, 
and when Violaine later contracts leprosy, Jacques, 
under the influence Mara’s scheming, thinks Vio- 
laine’s disease punishment for infidelity, curses her, 
and leads her away the wood Geyn. 
marries Mara. 

Eight years later Mara carries her dead child Vio- 
laine, now saintly leper. The leper-girl works 


perfect and 
tainted 
What must 
God? 
which 
And 


complete 


The 
the 
ray through 


single miracle and the dead child comes life; only 
eyes, which were black like Mara’s are changed 
blue like Violaine’s. 


Her hatred inflamed, Mara realizes Jacques never ceased 
love the leper Now even her child, which has 
received its life from Violaine, does not really belong 
her. Maddened, she sets trap for her sister and 
crushes her mortally under cartload sand. 


Violaine bears ill feeling toward the evil triumph 
her sister and dies radiating holiness upon all the 
characters—especially upon the obtuse who 
last realizes Violaine innocent and feels that there- 
after: 

Live and continue! Like animal that seized 
the horn and whose head dragged from the manger, 


Typical the Claudelian play, The Tidings attains the 
object dramatic action which the revelation the 
interior being its completeness. from this angle 
the story The Tidings has deep significance and 
the story progresses gathers powerful impact. Moved 
the “deep obscure places” within him, the human being 
vibrates and begins sing; thus, comes out himself. 
This the dramatic function Violaine who exercises 
influence upon each and every character the story. 


The greatest attainment man’s inward life may ascend 
conceived terms freedom from material bonds, not 
escape from, but discovery something beyond. 
what use the best perfume closed vase? But 
when the vase broken. Beyond his passionate love 
color, light, scents, which Claudel appreciates 
physically, carnally, there something which desires 
find and seize. throughout his early 
life, finally does discover and seize only great 
poet can. This the reason why Violaine dies happily. 
the discovery “something beyond” which makes 
her say: live the threshold death and inex- 
pressible joy within me”. 

Writing the Christian literary tradition, Claudel refutes 
eloquently the dangerous attitude many contemporary 
writers who feel that the Christian 
hampers and frustrates the creative impulse the modern 
mind. reacts passionately against this, reacts 
against the tribe writers whose main interest the 
reflection the frivolous, the artificial, the ironic—and 
against the school fish who breed only warm, hedon- 
istic puddles. Claudel the living example the reader 
and the artist America should consider. have been 
inundated authors “who show fondness taking 
pictures society with its pants have had splashed 
before our eyes innumearble, squalid pictures degenera- 
tion, mental breakdowns, and terror. indeed 
relief introduced writer who deplores his 
contemporaries the waning appreciation lovely things 
and great things, and who concerned with how 
man grows, and how shines. 


Claudel, Catholic, offers bleak doctrine faith-over 
reason, and personal God. With incontestable origi- 
nality phrase and image presents faith itself—the 
faith that he, himself, has come to—a personal, terrible 
discovery that the result much study, scrupulous 
investifation and experience with the human heart. The 
characters his plays are motivated things and events 
applicable all us, Catholic not. Like the char- 
acters Hardy and Dostoevsky they are people “heavy 
with earth”; people who are restless because they cannot 


= 
. 
‘ 


believe that our striving having attained futile 
limit, undoes itself like pleat”; people who are simple 
children that stretch out their hands examined. 


Influenced Rimbaud, the boy-poet who showed 
vividly the hell agnosticism, Claudel poises the ques- 
tion how die because interested how 
live. Live you would die. Dostoevsky’s Ivan was 
haunted because would not answer the problem 
God the negative. Claudel’s Violaine goes one step 
further: she dies Autumn, the fecund season, the time 
harvest and fruit; because this season dying things, 
Claudel, absolute-seeker, views mystically birth. 
Death life. Why that all the great poets have come 
this conclusion regardless what words they have 
expressed their discovery! Because the texture our 
hands and our eyes that withdraw and grow hard; thus 
Bindel’s remark that “At Claudel’s call the world 
began waken” indeed becomes impressive see one 
the finest lyricists our time rise his fullest height 
and announce the world event unparalleled 
significance: 


Make them understand that they have other duty 
the world except joy! 


The joy which know, the joy which have been 
charged give them, make them understand that 
not vague word, insipid common-place the 
sacristy, 


But horrible, superb, absurd, dazzling, 
poignant reality! and that all the rest nothing 
beside it. 

Something humble and material and poignant, like 
the bread which one desires, like the wine which 
they like much, like water for lack which you 
die not given you, like fire which burns, 
like the voice which raises the dead. 


These then are our reasons for welcoming critical works 
such Miss O’Flaherty’s and for considering them con- 
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tributions toward the shaping contemporary literature, 
Though the nature its material naturally limits it, 
would like encourage young men the universities 
and readers general read this great poet. Excellent 
analyses such Miss O’Flaherty offers will much 
help. 

John Vournakes, 

University Scranton 
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